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N4lrrslra|| Corrnfyofticials lrr4rc Ihc work

tlrey've already done on zt pnssible coal co_
generation plant will work in ilreir lavor
now that Gov. Joe M:rnchin has unveilerl
plans to put the Mountain State at the fole-
fi'ont of a nationwide elTilrt trl rcducc Anter-
ica's dependence on ftrreign oil.

Manchin wants to put togcther a pub-
lic-privatc partnership geared at clevel_
oping state-of-the-art coal conversion
facilities ancl infrastructurc ir-r West Vir-' ginia capable of adapting to the changing
needs of the marketplace ,.and prodtr"6
whaterrer product is mr-rst neetled at a spc-
cif ic t irnc - be it nalrrral gas. diesel friel.jet frrel, hydr.ogcn or chemlcals."

With an estintatetl S0 billion tons of
coal reservcs, West Virginia ligures to
be ;r key playcr in ilrc nation's-irew cn_
ergy policy. Marshall County ranks
sixth ovcrall among West Virgiiia coun_
tics in terms of total coal prodnction but
seco_nd in deep-mined coal tonnage.
. 

' Wc lue I wc'rc in a perlcct posit ion hcre
in Marsh:rl l County," Chamlnr of Cont_
merce l,lxecutive Ilirector Dave Knuflr
sairl- "We're_alrcady ilre second targesi
producer of_dccp-nrined coal with regard
to coal-producing counties in West-Vir-
gtn la.

" l lut bcsides having the coal reservcs
available, we also have propertics that
woukl adapt ilremselvcs to some type of.
coal gasification plant.',

Knuth said the National Research
Center for Coal and Energy at Wc.si
Vi rg in ia Univers i ty  has been work i  ns
rvr t l r  thc Nat ional  Energy Techl lo l l
ogy Lab, part of the U.S. Department
of I4nergy, to tletertnine thc 

^fcasibility

ofdcvclopitrg a coal co-generation plani
in thc Norilrern l,anhaidle.
. Co-generation typically alkrws a power

sl ation to sirnultaneogsly gcner:ate etectiii:
ity a.nd hcat. I}rrt bypioduits otthe co-scin-
tlr itt ton.l)l.occss _ in particrrlar, chcnriials
ano suUllt '_ atslcould be lrarncsscd lbrcx.
isting industrial plants, he sairl.

While- the preliminary feasibil i ty
studv identif ierl nrore than gtO0 ini[
Iion in potential cost savings vuiify in.
those arrc i l lar .y  in t lust r ics,  the 

" , , i t  
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l ) rut ( I_s_ucl l  a  co-gcncrat ion p larr t  l ike lv
wor r l d  bc  i r r  l l r e  l t i l l i o r r - r l o l l a r , . ungu .  

- "
'Ih:rt kind of investnrcnt will re"quire

government involvemcnt
_-  " l  _ , lo  l l r ink our  s tudy is  an assct . , .
K.rruth s4id. "t i lr ink wc've got a f i i i lc f i i t
of an edge because of that preliminarv
fcasibility study; also ttre sites-we--travl

availablc and our coirl reserves anr.l thc
abilitv wc have to remove {ho coal re
serves we alre;rdy havc in plat;e. Wt_, have
nrint s already lrerc and in oueration."'f l rc cor r r rrr r r n i t v i s a I reacly r_.r rj oy i n g a n
cconclrnir: spark rooted in its co;rl indrrs-
try: American Dlectric power (Ali l,)
is spcnding about gt|50 mill ion to instzrl l
coal scrubbers that will make its Mitch-
ell Plant tnore environmentally friendly.
1'hc synthetic gypsum flrat is prodrrceil
as a byproduct of the clcsultirrization
process lt'ill be userl to make tlrywall at
a new, 9150 million state-of the-art plant
that wil l be built ncxt door.

Talk of cxpanding coal's role in the
national economy is music to the ears
ofcoal producers such as CONSOL En_
ergy, which has allout 2.b bil l ion tons of
coal . rescrves arr r l  s igni t icant  propcr ty
hold ings in  Wcst  Vi rg in ia ar id  s i rut t i
western l)cnnsvlvatria, as well as cn_
ergy producers like A Illr.

CONSOL spokesrnan 'tom Hoff_
man said CONSOL's hugc expanses ol'
coal reserves and land in the Moun_
lain State, inclurl ing Marshall County,
along with its rnining expcrtise anrl i[s
rcsc l r rc l r  arrd r lcvc lopnrcrr l  act iv i t ics,
lcr r r l  thcmselvcs lo  i l re  coi r l  convcr .s ior i
init iative "but all that has to be ex_
plored whcn thcrc's a specific ltroposal
on thc table."

, Michael i\torl is, AUI) l lrcsiclent,
c t ) i l r rman and Cl , l (  ) ,  and U.S.  Scrr .  Robcr t
C. Byrd, I)-W.Va., also have discussed the
possibility of building a 600_rncgawatt
powcr plant that would use integrated
gasification combitred cycle (IGCC) tcdr_
nology to turn coal into electricify aircl
olhcr prorlrrcls "lt high cll icir.ncie.s arirl
wltl l  low crnissions."

l lyrtl said Wcst Virginja ,, lrns tht:
work furcc, the coal antl ilre clesirc to be
l rotnc to a r rew AEI)  pow( l t .  1 l l :ur l . "

" l l 'Wcs t  V i rg in ia  i s  se lec te r l  l i r r .  t l r i s
nt:w power plant, it woulrl nrean an in_
lirsion of new jobs, constr.uction of :l 2l st
ceulury facil i tv and a continuerl com-
rn l t l l lent  to  Wcst  Vi rg in ia coal , ' .  l rc  sa ic l .' " t ' l l ts  l tew plant  worr ld  he a mainslay of
We'st Virginia lbr nrany years to conie.,,
,^l lvj,f s:rid .a now lx)wcr plant rrsing
r(r(,L. tccllhologtcs ..worrld 

dernonstt.alc
rnat.trtcl 'e is a long l ifc ahead for West
vl 'gll l ir coal. I[ woulcl r.,row wltir i. I Iravc
believed fbr a long time, namelv. thaf en-
ergy prodnction ancl environmental pro
tection can work in tanclem. We can ttui.n
coal urore cleanly and efficienttv, i"a we
can find new ways to addresi climatc
change."
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