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Hope Alive At Mittal

By JUSTIN CHESNIC And ADAM TOWNSEND Staff  WTiteTs

Mittal  Weirton's hot mi l l  could remain operat ing into the future, Independent
Steelworkers Union President Mark Glypt is said Thursday, saving as rnany as
200 jobs that were marked for elirnination.
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This news came hours after 40 other jobs cuts were announced at Mittal
Weirton, as plant general  manager Brian James said Weirton's sheet mi l l  wi l l  be
idled in the near future.

"We are done accepting orders fbr galvanized product here in Weirton," James
said of the sheet mi l l .  " l t  is beins idled."

Neither James nor other off ic ials with Mit tal  Steel I -JSA could be reached for
comment on the hot mi l l  s i tuat ion. ISU spokesrnan David Gossett  said the hot
rni l l  is the port ion of the faci l i ty that rol ls steel into f ln ished coi ls.

"Our union leadership was at the corporate headquarters of Mittal Steel USA in
Chicago twice during the past two weeks. During our lengthy discussions we
made very strong arguments to rnaintain our hot mill facilities and the corporate
officials listened and have agreed with us," Glyptis said.

Glypt is said product ion lost with the idl ing of the sheet mi l l
with increased production in other product lines.

wi l l  be replaced

ga lvan izcd  mi l l ,

Click l"{c
S*bscr

Ncw

rj|i!.'r*

;to?u$cl
Nil[t$is$

SAfiLTY"$S1

The main purpose of the sheet mi l l ,  which is also known as thc
is to add a layer of protective zina over the steel.

James said the sheet mi l l  wi l l  be idled sometime in the next two to three
months. and not as manv iobs wi l l  be lost as when the hot end was idled back in
November.

" l t  is wel l  under 100 - that number is probably around 40," James said of the
job losses.

James said the main reason for the idling of the sheet mill is because its gauge,
or thickness, is so light it causes the galvanized line to run slowly.

"We have to run it at incredibly slow speeds," James said. "As an end result, it
produces less tons, which makes it difficult to make money."

James said despite the announcement, the people who work in the sheet mill
have done a tremendous iob.
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"They do things that are efficientl everything you want to see done in a steel

mi l l . "  James said.

lndependent Steelworkers Union President Mark Glyptis added that there are

still ongoing actions to try and keep the sheet mill in operation.

Glyptis said that he, James and other officials at the Weirton plant were to meet

with officials at West Virginia University on Thursday to try and bring in new

equipment that could save fuel consumption in the sheet rni l l  by 30 to 40

percent.

"lf we can make a minimal investment, it could make the numbers look better,"

Glyptis said. He could not be reached for further comment late Thursday.

Glypt is also said i t  was discussed during a reccnt meetirrg with senior

management at Mit tal  Steel USA, including Chief Execut ivc Off lcer Louis

Schorsch and board members from London and C-anada, that the hot mill could

remain open.

"We were able to receive a tavorable result  on the hot mi l l . "  Glypt is said. " l 'he

sheet mill was not as f-avorable."

In late November, Mittal Weirton announced the blast furnaces also known

as the hot end - of  thc mi l l  would be idled and aboul 950 workcrs would be

laid otf .  I f  the sheet mi l l  is id led. the total  nurnber of job losses at the plant

could cl imb to about 1.000.

In other news, Glypt is said the mi l l  is st i l l  wait ing to hear from thc [J.S,

Department of Labor to see if it will receive Trade Adjustmcnt Assistance. 
'l 'he

TAA program is used to help rccent ly displaced workers at the mi l l  reccive

training in di f ferent f ie lds such as electr ical ,  welding, nursing and others.

Glyptis said in order for the program to be approved. there has to be cvidence

that the layoffs occurred because of il legal dumping.

"The investigation has not been completed, but it is getting toward the end."

Glyptis said. Glyptis also said a possible severance packagc fbr the laid-off
workers is stil l in the works.

"We are stil l working on a couple things, we are trying to ease the pain,"

Glypt is said.

L:* i
, i l*it

Jr.-:\"'i

.s@w

WASN
SttiALLbU:

P "inTv

illtu^l i r*r

t-s88-87t
www.wvrl

\  i $ . $ t r

r  x\  t ' \ \  r  N"r

Su[xr
l '91i l" \

iN
i'*
ItSt* $Y

ffihr 3{rrtlthnqJlmr -
\ \  l t r : t ' l in$ 3{ ' i l "$- l{cgisfe r

Home |  ruews I  community I  rdi tor ials I  sports I  Classi f ieds I  Contact Us

The Intelligencer
Wheeling News-Register

http ://theintelligencer.net/articles. asp?articlelD:I7 7 9 21t512006


